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The catastrophe unfolding in Ukraine is deeply troubling and we urgently pray for a lasting
ceasefire, and for peace, justice and reconciliation. Millions of refugees are spilling out of
Ukraine across Europe. This presents a humanitarian crisis reminiscent of the darkest days of
WW2.
It is understandable that we should wish to do something.
The thrust of the Government’s approach is that refugees reaching the UK should find safety
and welcome within households, preferably matched to circumstances, where support is
immediate. This will involve direct care for people, but not financial support unless we choose.
We know that the occupants of many British households are preparing to open their hearts and
their homes in this way. I encourage people in this diocese with spare room to consider doing
so.
Clergy may open their vicarages to refugees but should seek advice from the diocese
beforehand as certain regulations apply. Likewise, Parish Churches and Church Schools can be
on the alert to provide a warm Christian and social welcome to Ukrainians who arrive in their
local community. Alternatively, there are a number of charity appeals for Ukraine, for example
Christian Aid, where we can give of our financial generosity.
The suggestion has been put forward that empty vicarages should be made available for
refugees. However, this is not in line with the Government’s household approach. Furthermore,
under Charity Law it is difficult to achieve, as we know from our previous efforts to assist
Afghan refugees.
Please view the Lincoln Diocesan Website for the latest advice. The Church of England has
published a toolkit which is a useful set of guidelines. Information about the Government’s
‘Homes for Ukraine’ scheme can be found here.
Everything flows from unfolding Government decisions which are being revealed to us as we
start by welcoming named Ukrainians with relatives in the UK. And we extend a wide welcome
to refugees as individuals and whole families who will then be matched to those of us who
register to receive guests. They will be with us for at least six months but possibly for a lot
longer.
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Please be welcoming and generous in every way you can that is safe for you, any vulnerable
members of your household and for refugees themselves who will be arriving vulnerable in
some way after the trauma they have endured.
Yours ever in Christ,

The Rt Revd Stephen Conway
Bishop of Ely
Acting Bishop of Lincoln

A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
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