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Contacts 
Clergy 
Rev. Kath Pickering       07835 996391 
Priest-in-Charge 
Email kath.pickering@lincoln.anglican.org 
Usual day off—Friday 
Study day —Saturday 
 
Church Wardens  
Andrew Longbottom       07775 774055 
Email andrewlongbottom9@gmail.com  
 
David Esmond        07880 738167 
Email david.esmond@ntlworld.com 
 
Parish  Office        07484710002 
Email admin@stpeterscleethorpes.org.uk  *New Number* 
 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
Kate Esmond         07880 555344 
safeguarding@stpeterscleethorpes.org.uk 

Our Vision 
St Peter’s: 

Welcoming all to encounter the love of Christ.  Growing together in faith.  
Reaching out to all generations 

Bible quotes 
unless stated otherwise 

New International Reader's Version (NIRV) Copyright 
© 1995, 1996, 1998, 2014 by Biblica, Inc.®.  Used by 

permission.  All rights reserved worldwide. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Readers-Version-NIRV-Bible/
http://www.biblica.com/
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A message from 
Kath Pickering 

 
I love birthdays.  No matter how old I am (and no, I’m not telling!) I love the excuse 
for a party or celebration.  I write this in May as we are heading towards Pentecost, 
sometimes know as the birthday of the Christian Church. 
 
Pentecost celebrates the story from Acts chapter 2 (found in the New Testament or 
second half of the Bible).  Having died on the cross, risen from the grave, and 
appearing to small and large groups of people over 40 days, Jesus then leaves for 
heaven (which we celebrate on Ascension Day).  Before he goes, he promises his 
followers that he will send the Holy Spirit to help, equip and guide them.  On the day 
which became known as Pentecost, Jesus’ followers were filled with the Holy Spirit 
giving them power (and languages) to share the story of Jesus with crowds of people 
from many nations who were gathered in Jerusalem for a Jewish festival.  The result 
was 3000 people being baptised that day who then spread the Christian faith back to 
their own cities and countries.  Thus Pentecost became the day the church was born.  
 
We are also celebrating a special birthday at St Peter’s this 
year, as the church turns 160 on July 5th.  For the historians 
and church geeks among you it has sometimes been assumed 
our birthday is St Peter’s Day (known as our patronal 
festival, and which usually falls on the Armed Forces 
weekend) but St Peter’s was actually consecrated on 5 July 
1866.  But we are beginning to celebrate early so we can 
make the most of being 160 years old and still a lively, 
active, faith filled church!  Our hope is that as a church we 
continue to gather to worship God, grow our faith and that 
the Holy Spirit helps us to go share the good news about Jesus and the love of God 
with our community.  As we do, we continue to be one small part of that now global 
church that was born that first Pentecost and now comes in all shapes, styles and 
sizes around the world. 
 
Here at St Peter’s we are busy planning a few events to celebrate our birthday over 
the next few months – after all we will be 160 all year!  So watch this space for our 
celebrations and ways you can join with us to celebrate 160 years of St Peter’s 
Cleethorpes.  
 

Blessings,   Rev Kath 
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Happy 160th Birthday to St Peter’s Cleethorpes 
St. Peter's Church in Cleethorpes is 160 years old! 

 
St Peter’s Church was built in 1866 on enclosure land that had been awarded to the 
vicar and churchwardens in 1846.  The population of Cleethorpes was 1500, mostly 
Methodists and Rev. William Price-Jones recognised that Cleethorpes would thrive 
with the coming of the railway, and his Christian vision was to see an Anglican 
church in the centre of the growing town.  Following a public meeting on the 30th of 
January 1864 a resolution passed unanimously “that a new church at Cleethorpes is 
urgently needed and it is desirable that such a church be built and steps taken to 
raise funds for carrying out the work.” 
 
The church was designed by architect James Fowler and the cornerstone was laid on 
the 2nd of August 1864 by Alexander Grant Thorold of Weelsby House.  It was 
consecrated in July1866.  Before the church was built it was quite a trek to the 
church in Old Clee, the village being connected to Cleethorpes by a track running 
across the fields to the top mill in Mill Road.  St Peter’s was built on the west side 
of what was then Oole Road.  It became known as Church Lane, then St Peter’s 
Road and eventually St Peter’s Avenue.  Although no longer surrounded by open 
fields, St Peter’s Church remains a peaceful and spiritual haven. 

 
 

Details of our birthday celebrations in the July/
August Parish Magazine 
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What does St Peter’s Church mean to me? 
 

Thoughts and Memories and the Future 
 

One of the great privileges of the bride’s father is to walk with her down the nave 
aisle of the church where she is to be married.  Thus, I had this happy duty one 
Epiphany Feast Day, twenty years ago at Saint Peter’s Church, where the Christmas 
decorations were still, with a little bit of refreshment, being a welcoming sght. The 
service was conducted by our friend, the Rev Dr Derek Webster and the Choir 
accompanied by Carl Leyerzapf on the organ and piano sang beautifully.  It was a day 
of great enjoyment for all, including the Happy Couple, Helen and Uwe. 
John Macnaughton-Jones. 
 
I remember stewardship suppers in the 1980s when some of us were given the task of 
being hostesses.  We each had a list of names and addresses of parishioners who we 
had to visit, taking invitations, then follow up to make sure we had replies from 
everyone - all done with strict deadlines.  On the night, we each had a table and we 
looked after 'our' guests. there must have been at least 80 folk who sat down to a 
substantial meal.  I had nothing to do with the catering but given the numbers present 
there must have been a large team who had worked all day in the kitchen preparing 
the delicious food.  After the meal there would be a talk from the treasurer 
encouraging us all to dig deep and increase our giving.  They were enjoyable 
evenings. 
 
I also have memories of several flower festivals over the years. The first one that I 
was involved in was in the 1970s and I remember working with a friend to do a 
window sill depicting the hymn 'For all the Saints.  Another year the displays depicted 
the church calendar.  The most recent festival of course was 10 years ago when we 
worked with members of the Flower Club and the theme was 'Church through the 
Ages' and as well as all the displays there was an exhibition put on by the Great 
Grimsby Family History Group.  All these events involved a huge amount of planning 
and many people put in a lot of time.  It was always a pleasure and a privilege to be 
involved. 
Joan Johnson 
 
To me being a part of the St Peter's community means sharing faith, sharing 
friendship and sharing a history reaching back 160 years while looking to the future. 
Carol Hughes 
 
As a member of St Peter's for 25 years, I am excited about the new ideas that have 
surfaced.  Thank you Rev Kath, you have given us a vibrant forward looking vision 
that honours our traditions while still embracing the future. 
Jayne Dawson ALM 
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A THANK YOU LETTER TO SOME SPECIAL PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
BLESSED ME AT ST PETER'S. 

 
Rev Andrew Ison and Julie who demonstrated sacrificial love and Christ-like 
qualities to us all during a 'dark bewildering' season. 
 
Rev Derek & Wendy Webster who epitomised a deep loving devotion for each other 
and the 'flock'.  Your Baptismal Services and Sermons were meaningful, enlightening, 
and 'laced' with gentle loving humour.   
 
Carl and your amazing musical gifts; 11 o'clock leadership and fun piano lessons. 
 
11o'clock service - speakers & participants who brought joy and fulfilment to many 
plus Judith et al whose love and prayers comforted me during my "dark night of the 
soul" . 
 
Janet & Ruth who I called "The Sisters" gave me love, wisdom, laughter & 
encouragement. 
 
Rev Paul Hunter for his comforting funeral service for my wonderful husband Mike 
and family. 
 
Andrew/Church Wardens/PCCs/Ian's Food Pantry/Cleaners/Admin Staff who 
have worked tirelessly behind the scenes. 
 
Doreen & Heather's assiduous service and welcome; Jenny's beautiful flower 
arrangements; Joan & Kate's informative, enjoyable Magazine; Ted's photography -
prowess. 
 
Rev Kath's innovative ideas and Breakfast Church. 
 
These are some of the many individuals who have, and continue to, support “life at St 

Peter’s” 
 

"Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 

know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord 1 Corinthians 15:58". 

 
The Authorized (King James) Version. Rights in the Authorized 
Version in the United Kingdom are vested in the Crown. 
Reproduced by permission of the Crown’s patentee, Cambridge 
University Press 
 

 
Patti Davies 



7 

 

 

1866 
 

Queen Victoria was in the 29th year of her long reign (63 years 7 months) and had 
already been widowed almost 5 yrs.  
 

The population was growing (over 24 million) and living conditions were improving 
gradually 
 

26th June - Lord Russell resigns as Prime Minister, following splits in the Liberal 
Party over parliamentary reform.  The Earl of Derby takes over, leading a minority 
Conservative administration 
 

End of July – WG. Grace scores 224 not out for the All-England cricket team against 
Surrey at the Oval, just after his 18th birthday 
 

The cost of posting a letter was 1d (first public post boxes 1860).  General Post 
Office writes to all urban householders without a front door letter box urging them to 
provide one 
 

Beatrix Potter and H G Wells are born 
 

Andrew Johnson was President of the United States having succeeded Abraham 
Lincoln who was assassinated the previous year just after the ending of the Civil War.  
Slavery was abolished by the 13th amendment in 1865   
 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, a Lincolnshire man, was Poet Laureate 
 
Charles Thomas Longley was Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
Piux X1 was Pope 
 
Geronimo the Native American Apache Indian Chief surrendered to the US Army, 
was exiled to Florida and was never allowed to return to his Apache homeland 
 
Alexander 11 was Tzar of Russia 

 

St Peter’s Church was consecrated 
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New series of films marks contribution of self-supporting ministers  
 
 

The Church of England’s ‘gifted, talented and brilliant’ self-supporting ministers 
are celebrated in a series of films recently published, ahead of Vocations Sunday.  
 
A hairdresser, a data consultant, a solicitor and a teacher, all of whom are priests, 
speak about their dual vocations in the secular workplace and in churches.  
 
The Bishop of Birkenhead, Julie Conalty, the lead bishop for the Church of 
England’s more than 2,000 self-supporting ministers, also features in the films.  
She speaks about the distinctive nature of the role and the gifts these ministers 
bring to workplaces and church congregations. 
 
A former probation officer, she was a self-supporting minister over more than a 
decade, in the probation service and subsequently for the Youth Justice Board, a 
national charity and a local authority. 
 
“I see how many gifted, talented and brilliant self-supporting ordained ministers 
that we have around the church, some of them are associates helping out around 
parishes, some are running parishes as the vicar or as the incumbent, some work in 
chaplaincy - they do all sorts of things,” she said. 
 
She added:  “I can think of self-supporting ordained ministers who are vets, or 
teaching assistants or doctors, and their professional and work experience brings 
something distinctive to their ministry.” 
 
The Revd Anthea Mitchell, a hairdresser who is a part-time priest in charge at St 
Andrew’s Church in Barming Heath, Maidstone, Kent, said:  “I run services, I do 
baptisms and I take funerals and weddings, and I run a community café – all the 
things you would expect a vicar to do. 
 
“I suppose the longest part of my ministry, in terms of the time I spend, is at work, 
in the business.  I go to work to cut people’s hair and I do wear my collar. 
 
“I can honestly say that I have more deeply spiritual conversations when people are 
sitting in my chair, than I ever do in church.” 
 
The Revd Henry Akingbemisilu, a data consultant and a self-supporting minister at 
St Paul’s Church, Thamesmead in southeast London, who also works as a Forces 
chaplain, said his professional training as a data consultant has taught him how to 
analyse and explain complex situations simply.  “It helps me to discern people and 
identify where there is a problem,” he said. 
 
He added:  “The church is looking for people who live their faith in the ordinary 
life”. 
 
The Revd Rebecca Lloyd, a solicitor in Warrington and a hospital chaplain, also 
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************  

A joke: A priest, a minister, and a rabbit walk into a blood bank. The rabbit says,  

“I think I might be a type o.” 

Welcome Service for Bishop of Grimsby 
 

St Peter’s was represented at the Service of Welcome for The Rt Revd Jean 
Burgess, Bishop of Grimsby at Lincoln Cathedral on Sunday 26th April. 

 
This was a gathering for the whole Diocese of 
Lincoln to welcome Bishop Jean and celebrate this 
new chapter in our common life.  It reflected Bishop 
Jean’s particular pastoral care for the north of our 
diocese, alongside her wider ministry as a bishop for 
the whole Church in Greater Lincolnshire.  She will 
be our strategic lead for Mission and Evangelism 
across the diocese, and our new Chair of the 
Diocesan Board of Education 
 
This service followed the February Service of 
Consecration as the new Bishop of Grimsby by the 
Archbishop of York during a special service at 
Southwark Cathedral, marking a historic moment for 
the Diocese of Lincoln.  Jean is the first woman to 
become a bishop in the diocese.  

helps her local church, St James, Great Sankey, with ministry and conducts 
baptisms, weddings and funerals.  She said:  “As a self-supporting minister, it’s 
great, I get to be a blessing to the local church.  On a general week I will help 
with Sunday ministry, with cell groups, school ministry.  All the bits of the life of 
the church – I get involved as much as I want to.  I will cover funerals, and 
baptisms and weddings, all across the town.” 
 

The Revd Canon Lyndon Bannon, who works in the senior leadership of an 
Academy in the Wirral, and is an associate priest at Christ Church, Willaston, 
said: “I believe that I am called to work in school – I also believe that I am called 
to be a priest in church.  Having that dual role helps me to understand the society 
in which we live in a broader and deeper way.” 
 

Watch the full series here: Self-Supporting Ministry Stories | YouTube 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfwn11NtD18E7EQKCufz15zE6T5tak2_l
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ONE SOLITARY LIFE  
 

There is a young man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant 
woman.  

He worked in a carpenter's shop until he was thirty,  
Then for three years he was a itinerant preacher.  
He never wrote a book.  He never held an office.  
He never owned a home.  He never had a family.  

He did none of those things we normally associate with greatness  
He had no credentials but himself.  

  
 

While he was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against him.  
His friends ran away, he was turned over to his enemies.  

He went through the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed to a cross between two 
thieves.  

While he was dying, his executioners gambled for the only piece of property he had 
on earth, and that was his coat.  

When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed tomb through the pity of a friend.  
 
 

TWENTY CENTURIES HAVE COME AND GONE, and today he is the central 
figure of the human race, and the leader of the column of progress.  

All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments 
that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned put together,  

Have not affected the life of man upon this earth as has that,   
 

ONE SOLITARY LIFE  
  

Heather Hammond found this amongst some Mothers’ Union papers and has shared 
it with us all. 

 
Source Unknown 

Elections at the recent Annual Parish Church Meeting 
 

Church Wardens  
 

Andrew Longbottom and David Esmond 
 

PCC Members 
 

Kate Esmond, Ian Jones, Cassandra Colley ,Isabel Maasdam, Kate Holtby, 
Jayne Dawson, Doreen Hollamby 
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5th June 

Grimsby and 

Cleethorpes Orpheus 

Male Voice Choir.   

The Orpheus Male Voice Choir was formed in 

1949.  The choir has performed in concerts 

with many well-known international and local 

solo artists as well as some of the country’s 

leading brass bands, military bands and jazz 

groups.  

12th June 

Adele Dixon 

With 

Barry Whitfield 

 

Adele Dixon with Barry Whitfield; both very 

popular local musicians who have performed 

regularly at St Peter’s.  Adele sings in a 

variety of styles and studies opera in Italy.  

Barry plays the piano and organ, as well as 

teaching music. 

19th June 

Nigel and Terri 

 

We are pleased to welcome again an acoustic 

duo who perform a selection of English, Irish 

and contemporary folk songs. 

26th June 

Pianist 

James Kirby 

James Kirby enjoys a rich and varied career 

as a solo pianist, chamber musician, teacher 

and educator and has appeared as concerto 

soloist with orchestras including the English 

and Scottish Chamber Orchestras and the 

Moscow Symphony Orchestra. 

Saint Peter’s Church Cleethorpes  
2026 Programme ofLunchtime Concerts 

Fridays 5th June - 28th August  12:00 noon - 1:00 pm 
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3rd July 

The Nukuleles 

The Nukuleles Ukulele Band first decided to go out 

entertaining in 2017. 

We are still going strong as a seven piece band, 

and we look forward to entertaining you all with 

our multi genre songbook 

10th July 

Swing Shift  

 

Swing Shift is a dynamic and captivating saxophone 

quartet, that blends the traditions of jazz and 

classical music alike.  They bring a fresh perspective 

to both beloved classics and contemporary works, 

creating an engaging experience for their audience.  

17th July 

Ancient Mariners 

Shanty 

Band 

We are an island nation and The Ancient Mariners 

celebrate this with their rendition of shanties which 

the sailors sang on board and in the hostelries on 

land. 

. 

24th July 

English Jazz 

Orchestra 

A jazz session.  Led by Martyn Stogden, English 

Jazz Orchestra are a classic swing band with vocals, 

playing standards by Count Basie, Duke Ellington, 

Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald and more.  For further 

information use this website at http://

www.englishjazzorchestra.co.uk 

31st July 

Back to Brass 

A troupe who play brass.  “We play because we 

enjoy it, we don't take ourselves too seriously, all 

we ask is for donations for Cancer Research UK.”  

Doors open 11:15 am 
Light Refreshments Available Free Entry  

Donations Welcome 

http://www.englishjazzorchestra.co.uk
http://www.englishjazzorchestra.co.uk
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Andrew Longbottom 

(Treasurer) 

Church 2026  

January-April  

Receipts 2026 
Planned Giving 5,700.00 

Gift Aid Tax Received 3,507.45 

Collections 1,740.68 

Donations 6,056.32 

PCC Fees 1,085.58 

Concert Income 0.00 

Copier Income 1,031.89 

Sundry Income 70.83  

Restricted Income 0.00 

Legacy 0.00 

Transfer CBF 0.00 

  

Total  19,192.75 

  

Payments  

Clergy Expenses 83.52 

Salaries & Organist Fees 9,119.81 

Utilities 4,605.11 

Insurance 1,766.17 

Repairs & Maint 874.2 

Security 332.16 

Upkeep of Services 1,280.83 

Hospitality 392.05 

Mission & Outreach 502.78 

Print, Stationery & Office  958.21 

Covenant giving 3,435.00 
Charitable Donations 0.00 

Sundry Expenses 70.83 

Governance 487.00 

Fixture & Fittings 0.00 

Concert expenses 0.00 

Transfer CBF 0.00 

Total  23,907.67 
Net Surplus/Deficit -4,714.92 

Hall 2026  
January-April  

Receipts 2026 

Rents 2,751.14 
Donations 0.00 
Donations 
(Thursday Group) 

5,412.14 

Donations (Friday 
Coffee) 

482.82 

Donations (Food 
Pantry) 

415.00 

  

Total 9,061.10 

  
Payments  
Salaries (Hall) 2,502.27 
Co-Ordinator 
(Thursday Group) 

1,332.50 

Utilities 2,573.15 
Insurance 880.00 
Repairs 192.00 
Consumables 394.45 
Security 332.16 
Fixtures & Fittings 0.00 
Resources 
(Thursday Group) 

2,539.84 

Total 10,746.37 

Net Surplus/
Deficit 

-1,685.27 
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Following our possible Easter binge of lamb, simnel cake plus chocolate 
eggs we might consider….. 

 

The Seven Deadly Sins: Gluttony 
 

‘They’re called deadly because they lead to the death of the soul.’ (Richard 
Newhauser). 

 

This month we are looking at Gluttony.  Which food do we find hardest to resist?  
 
It is reported that 66% of adults in the UK are overweight or obese.  Gluttony is 
indulgence to excess, usually involving food, but can also include drinking, screen 
time, shopping etc.  
 
Paul warns us about the dangers of gluttony when he refers to those whose minds are 
set on earthly things:  ‘their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and 
their glory is in their shame.’ (Philippians 3:19).  Our struggle with gluttony is often 
the outward sign of a spiritual hunger for acceptance, love, or self-worth.  This desire 
for satisfaction cannot be satisfied by food alone. 
 
How can we overcome gluttony?  
Glorify God with your body:  ‘Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?’ (1 Corinthians 6:19). 
Paul reminds us that our bodies belong to God; as temples of the Holy Spirit, we 
should use them to glorify God. 
 
While we have freedom in the things we consume, we are also called to honour God 
in our actions. 
 
Exercise self-control:  ‘live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh.’ (Galatians 5:16).  Paul goes on to list self-control as one of the Fruits of the 
Spirit (5:23).  As we examine ourselves and identify those areas where we lack self-
control, we can entrust them to God, asking for the strength of the Holy Spirit to 
overcome gluttony.  
 
We recognise that true satisfaction is only found in a desire for God alone:  ‘Blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.’ (Matthew 
5:6). 
 
 

Canon Paul Hardingham  
 
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. 

http://www.biblica.com/
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The Accord of Winchester 1072  
 

The Accord of Winchester is the 11th Century dispute that establishes the primacy of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury over the Archbishop of York.  The dispute started soon 
after the Norman Conquest of 1066.  The dispute was between Archbishop Thomas 
of York and Lanfranc the new Norman Archbishop of Canterbury.  Soon after 
Lanfranc had taken office, he started pressing for primacy for Canterbury. 
 
The case was first heard by King William 1 at the old Saxon Royal Capital of 
Winchester at Easter 1072 in the Royal Chapel in the castle.  It was then heard at 
Windsor at Pentecost on the 27th of May of the same year where the final settlement 
was made with William 1 deciding in favour of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 
Lanfranc saw this as a victory and the document was formalised.  However, the 
dispute dragged on for years and in 1127 York appealed to the Papacy. 
 

Andrew Winters 
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The Acting Bishop of Lincoln 
Edward King House Lincoln LN2 1PU . 01522 50 40 90 . 

bishop.grantham@lincoln.anglican.org 
A Pastoral Letter to the Diocese of Lincoln – Eastertide 2026 

 
Dear friends, 
Eastertide is a season of new beginnings.  As we celebrate Christ’s victory over death 
and sin, we look for signs of Resurrection in ourselves, in our churches and in our 
world.  As Christians, we are called to ‘walk in newness of life.’ 
 
At the Easter Vigil this year, at which I witnessed more than thirty disciples making 
that journey through the joy of Holy Baptism and Confirmation, I spoke of the story 
of our salvation and how God is continually doing a ‘new thing’ in the lives of his 
people.  My hope and prayer for our diocesan family is that together we will discover 
God at work in our own new beginnings. 
 
Recently we welcomed Bishop Jean to the diocese, to her new role as Bishop of 
Grimsby.  Her arrival marks a new chapter for the people and places with whom she 
will work, serve and pray, as well as a new beginning in Bishop Jean’s own life and 
ministry. 
 
I want to ask you now: what ‘new thing’ is God doing in your life?  If God is 
continually calling us to walk in newness of life, then I ask you, during these days of 
Easter, to ponder, listen and explore how God might be calling you to seek his 
kingdom and serve his people in new ways.  I profoundly believe that in different 
ways we are like those first disciples, who as they walked the Road to Emmaus, were 
greeted by the Risen Lord. 

 
Here are some possible things to consider: 
 
1.It can be helpful to think first of practical ways in which we can live out our calling 
as Christians.  Across the diocese, there are churches of all shapes and sizes serving 
one another and our communities through prayer and worship, pastoral care, outreach 
to those in need, foodbanks, warm spaces, advocacy, working with young people, 
supporting local schools – to name only a fraction of the work and ministry we do 
together!  Thank you for this.  If you haven’t yet got involved in any of these things, 
might this be the year to do so? 
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2. Then, this is the season of annual meetings and elections.  There are many 
different ways to support the life of the church (and wider community) as officers 
and elected representatives, for example as Churchwardens, PCC members and 
Parish Safeguarding Officers, without whom our parishes could not function safely 
and faithfully.  Might you consider standing for election?  If you already intend to do 
so, or have done so faithfully for many years – thank you! 
 
3. The coming-together of many of our Deaneries this summer reminds us of other 
important ways in which we can take part in our governance, for example through 
Deanery Synod, Diocesan Synod and General Synod.  Could you share your voice in 
this way, discerning and shaping the work of the Church in our generation? 
 
4. Then, there are other opportunities of which you may not yet be aware.  Is there a 
special aspect of our common life which is important for you?  We are looking to 
develop new roles for Diocesan Advisors who will offer guidance and expertise in 
particular areas to parishes, staff and trustees.  In this context, I particularly wish to 
thank Martin Joy, who recently stepped down as our Diocesan Disability Advisor 
and who served with real passion and dedication to this important work.  Might you 
consider serving in this role?  Please contact the Bishops’ Office 
(bishops.office@lincoln.anglican.org) for further information about these 
possibilities. 
 
5. Another way in which we can resource and support our shared life is through 
chaplaincy.  We have dedicated chaplains supporting people in schools, hospitals, 
hospices, prisons, and emergency services.  Armed Forces chaplains serve in bases 
across the county and abroad.  We have been blessed with agricultural chaplains who 
care for our rural communities and industries.  Our Anna Chaplains reach out to 
older members of our local communities in a context of prayer and pastoral care.  
These are just some examples of the way in which chaplaincy enriches the life of the 
Church. 
 
6. It is in the context of chaplaincy and the Church’s commitment to pastoral 
ministry that I want to talk about Living in Love and Faith.  This process was 
brought to a close earlier this year.  I know that there remains much pain, concern 
and anxiety with regard to sexuality and gender in the Church.  I believe that we 
need to continue the work of listening to the experience of LGBTQIA+ people, 
offering pastoral support and leading in missional engagement.  Services such as 
Open Table, in the city of Lincoln and elsewhere, provide valuable space for this.  
Another practical support, which many other dioceses already offer, is a team of 
volunteer chaplains.  I am grateful to Rachel Heskins and David Margarson who 
have offered for, and been appointed to, this important ministry, and I will 
commission them at a service at Lincoln Cathedral later this year.  LGBTQIA+ 
Christians are part of our Church and our presence and contribution should be 
celebrated. 
 
7. I recognise, also, that there are individual Christians and supporting churches who 
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hold a conservative position on sexuality.  If, as above, the appointment of chaplains 
to provide pastoral support in this context would be welcomed, then I would be glad 
to enable that.  I remain deeply thankful for the ways in which we live with 
difference in the Diocese of Lincoln, remembering the respectful way in which we 
spoke about these matters in Diocesan Synod, and believing that this is a gift we 
might offer to the wider Church.  
 
8. There is a rich and diverse tapestry of ministry in the Church: chaplains and focal 
ministers, Readers and ALMs, deacons and priests, and many more.  These vocations 
are only recognised and discerned when we take that first step towards exploring 
them.  What new thing might be stirring in your heart?  What new calling might you 
be seeing in someone else?  We stand ready, through the work of our local churches, 
our College of St Hugh, our Warden of Lay Ministry, our Director of Ordinands and 
Vocations and the whole Vocations Team, to help all God’s people explore their 
calling.  Sunday, 26th April, was designated as Vocations Sunday in the Church of 
England, when we are all invited to reflect on our calling as Christians, and to pray 
for vocations to the Church’s different ministries and offices. 
 
Jesus tells us that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our being and to 
love our neighbours as ourselves.  Through our Baptism, we all live out that calling 
in our churches, in our daily lives, in our words and deeds, in outstretched hands and 
in the quiet and faithful prayers of our own hearts. 
 
In every service of new beginnings in this diocese, we pray this prayer together: 

God our Father, 
in the name of Christ 

and in the power of the Spirit: 
we commit ourselves to you and to one another, 

to live, work and pray as one body in Christ; 
to do apart nothing which we can do together, 
and to do together what we cannot do apart. 

Give us vision, give us courage and give us joy, 
that the world may believe 
that Jesus Christ is Lord 

to your eternal glory. 
Amen. 

I invite you to consider how you might respond to the calling of God and his Church. 
Let this now be our prayer for all that lies ahead of us as God’s people in Greater 
Lincolnshire. 
 
With every blessing,  
 
The Rt Revd Dr Nicholas 
Chamberlain 
Bishop of Grantham 
Acting Bishop of Lincoln 
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Friday Coffee Morning 
Every Friday in the Church Hall 

9.30 am—11.45 am 

St Peter’s Church Hall Cleethorpes 
Thursday Club 1:30pm—3:30pm 

Come along and join us for friendship and  company 
Tea, Coffee & Treats  Bingo and Games 

Entertainment and Outings Information & Advice 
Free Monthly Club Meal 

St Peter’s Food Pantry 
 

St Peter’s Church Hall 
 

St Peter’s Avenue 
 

Monday 10:00am - 11.30 am 
 

Food Parcels for those in need 
 

Hot Meals for the homeless 

PARISH REGISTER 

Funeral 

 

 
9th April   Janice Crampton Davie 
 
17th April  Barbara Tozer 
 
24th April  Janice Dawn Crampton 
 
27th April  Pamela Ann Waumsley 
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 Parish Services and activities 

June 2026 

Saint Peter’s Church Cleethorpes 

 

7th June      8:00 am  Early Eucharist 

       9:30 am   Breakfast Church 

 

14th June    9:30 am  Holy Communion 

 

21st June     9:30 am  Holy Communion 

 

28th June    9:30 am  Holy Communion 

 

5th July     8:00 am  Early Eucharist 

       9:30 am   Breakfast Church 

 

10:00 am midweek service every Wednesday  

  

Tea/Coffee is served at the back of church after the 

Sunday service  

The next magazine is the JULY/AUGUST issue.  We publish both in print and 
electronically.  If you have any articles please submit these to the editors or the 
Parish Office by 8th JUNE.  NOTE the EARLIER DATE.  The magazine editors 
are Kate Esmond and Joan Johnson.  Copy can be emailed to 
kate.esmond@ntlworld.com, kateesmond@stpetercleethorpes.org.uk, 
joanjohnson@stpeterscleethorpes.org.uk 

St Peter’s Parish Hall 
St Peter’s Avenue 

Cleethorpes 
DN35 8HP 

Tel: 07484710002 note new number 
Email:  admin@stpeterscleethorpes.org.uk, 

Website:  http://www.stpeterscleethorpes.org.uk 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpccleethorpes 

Pop into church:  You are always welcome to pop into one of our Sunday or 
Wednesday services and have a chat with Kath or one of our team after the 

service. 
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook 

for all the latest St Peter’s news and updates 


